
April 14, 2014 

Town of Albion Regular Town Board Meeting 

 

Agenda: 

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Exit Message 

4. FYI- Remind residents to sign attendance sheet 

5. Roll Call 

6. Public Comment 

7. Motion to approve the agenda 

8. Motion to approve the minutes of March 10, 2014 meeting 

9. Resolution to approve the vouchers 

10. Motion to approve the MVP and CSEA health care bills in the amount of $5,356.96 

11. RS Automation – Proposal for the monitoring system on the water tank 

12. Resolution opposing college education for inmates 

13. Proposal from Chatfield Engineers regarding Zoning Map 

14. Identification Badges – Daniel Strong 

15. Motion to appoint Kevin Parker as the alternate to the County Planning Board. 

16. Motion to authorize the Highway Superintendent to sell the 2006 Ford F550 at Teitsworth Auction on May 10, 

2014 

17. Executive Session 
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March 10, 2014 

Town of Albion regular Town Board meeting held in the Town hall, 3665 Clarendon Rd. 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was said and the exit message was given. 

 

Present was Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, Councilperson Richard Remley, Supervisor Matthew Passarell, 

Councilperson Jake Olles and Councilperson Todd Sargent. 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: Any public comment? 

 

 Those in attendance were given the opportunity to ask questions or voice any concerns that they may have. 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a motion to approve the agenda. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Richard Remley and was seconded by Councilperson Daniel Poprawski to 

approve the agenda with the addition of identification badges. Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a motion to approve the minutes. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Jake Olles and was seconded by Councilperson Richard Remley to 

approve the minutes of the February 10, 2014 meeting as published and submitted. Motion carried by the following 

vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a resolution for the vouchers. 

 

Resolution #44   Payment of Claims 

Whereas, the following are against the Town: 

General A & B #’s – 72 – 98   $ 15,731.97 

Highway DA & DB #’s – 30 – 48   $ 27,364.23 

Water Districts #’s – 11 – 14   $   2,356.67 

Sewer District #’s – #3    $        32.99 

   For a grand total of $ 45,485.86 

 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Daniel Poprawski and was seconded by Councilperson Richard Remley to 

approve payment of the above listed claims. Resolution duly adopted by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a motion to pay the health care bills. 

 



 

2 

 

 

March 10, 2014 

 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Jake Olles and was seconded by Councilperson Todd Sargent to approve 

payment prior to the abstract of the MVP and CSEA health care bills in the amount of $5,356.96. Motion carried by 

the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell:  Rick Stacey is here tonight regarding the proposal. 

 

 Rick Stacey from RS Automation explained the proposal that was submitted and the involvement of the Town 

of Barre and the Village of Albion. After discussion the following action was taken: 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Daniel Poprawski and was seconded by Councilperson Todd Remley to 

table this proposal until next month so that the Village of Albion and the Town of Barre can be contacted to get their 

commitment on splitting the cost by thirds. 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a motion to approve the review of the Town Clerk, Tax Collector and Court clerk 

records. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Daniel Poprawski and was seconded by Councilperson Richard Remley to 

accept the review of the 2013 record of the Town Clerk, Tax Receiver and Court Clerk by the Bonadio Group. Motion 

carried by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a motion to appoint Kevin Sheehan to the planning board. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Richard Remley and was seconded by Councilperson Jake Olles to appoint 

Kevin Sheehan to the Planning Board to fill the remaining term of David Cristafaro which expires 12-31-2016. Motion 

carried by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a motion for a resolution opposing expansion of casino gaming. 

 

Resolution #45  Opposing Expansion of Native American Casino Gaming in WNY 

 WHEREAS, in September 1973, eleven western New York counties and 2 cities established the Western 

Regional Off–Track Betting Corporation, they being Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie (and the City of Buffalo), Genesee, 

Livingston, Monroe (and the City of Rochester), Niagara, Orleans, Seneca, Steuben, and Wayne, as enabled by state 

law; and 

 WHEREAS, these municipal "stockholders" chose to exercise that local option to form such a corporation that 

dictated local control by those municipalities over such gaming activities in their respective communities; and 
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 WHEREAS, the start-up costs of this enterprise were funded solely by these initiating counties from their own 

treasuries of taxpayer money and represented no state money nor allowed for any state sharing of this purely local 

venture; and 

 WHEREAS, since those eleven counties voted to form Western Regional Off-Track Betting Corporation, an 

additional four western New York counties have joined them (Wyoming, Schuyler, Oswego, and Cayuga) in the local 

control of such gaming activities that has since generated over $215 Million in operating and surcharge revenues to 

the taxpayers of those participating municipalities; and 

 WHEREAS, now, the Seneca Nation has initiated a process to locate a full gaming Casino in the Town of 

Henrietta located in Monroe County; and 

 WHEREAS, the participating municipalities of Western OTB as its shareholders have a pro-rata financial 

interest in the $69 million of net equity re-invested in its 30-plus corporately-owned branch facilities and the track 

and casino at Batavia Downs; and 

 WHEREAS, with the addition of another casino located in Western New York owned and operated by the 

Seneca Nation in the area will over saturate the regional gaming marketplace and cause financial distress with 

Western Regional Off Track Betting and to the 17 municipal stakeholders; and 

 WHEREAS, Batavia Downs Casino has proven to be a successful Public Benefit Corporation to Orleans County;  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Albion Town Board opposes the location of an additional Casino located in 

Monroe County owned and operated by the Seneca Nation; and be it  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that each member of the New York State Legislature, the Governor of New York and the 

Orleans County Federal Delegation be urged to join this Board in the opposition of any new proposed casino in 

Western New York west of Route 14; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to Governor Cuomo, Senator Schumer, 

Senator Gillibrand, Congressman Collins, Senator Maziarz, Assemblyman Hawley, Assemblywoman Corwin, NYSAC 

and the Western New York OTB Board of Directors.   

Motion was made by Councilperson Richard Remley and was seconded by Supervisor Matthew Passarell 

authorizing the adoption of this Resolution. Resolution duly adopted by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles,  nay 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a resolution on the Broadband deployment. 

 

Resolution #46  Rural Broadband Deployment 

 SUPPORTING NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY BILL A-07588 KNOWN AS THE RURAL DEPLOYMENT ACT WHICH 

PROMOTES RURAL BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT BY PROVIDING RESIDENTS AND SMALL BUSINESSES WITH TAX 

CREDITS FOR BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT 

 WHEREAS, high-speed Internet service is essential for commercial economic growth, for our education 

systems, and the overall well-being of our citizens; and 

 WHEREAS, the Internet Innovation Alliance has published the following statistics relative to broadband access 

and jobs: 

 More than 62% of American workers, including our farmers, rely on the Internet to do their jobs 

 Among U.S. workers, 14% telecommute or work from home at least one day a week 

 Jobs that depend upon broadband availability are projected to increase 25% by 2018 

 37% of employees say the ability to telecommute would cause them to choose one job over another 

 Job seekers had a 27% increase in success by using social networks to generate referrals 

 Nearly 75% of public libraries offer computer resources for job seekers 
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 Nearly 18% of new jobs in North Carolina were created as a direct result of broadband 

 In Minnesota, 60% of unemployed adults, 30% of homemakers, and 17% of retirees say they would likely join 

the workforce if empowered by teleworking 

 A $10 billion investment in broadband would produce nearly 500,000 new jobs 

 Local economic growth and secondary investment enabled by broadband expansion is 10 times the initial 

investment; and 

 WHEREAS, there are significant areas of the County without access to high speed broadband services because 

of geographic isolation, topographic conditions, and low population density; and 

 WHEREAS, the County has made broadband deployment a priority as evidenced by their commitment to 

having a broadband study performed (under the umbrella of the Niagara-Orleans Regional Alliance (NORA)) which 

will identify broadband deficiencies and potential solutions to address the deficiency; and 

 WHEREAS, broadband providers have not found it economically feasible to provide broadband services to 

many of the remote areas of the County; and 

 WHEREAS, New York State Assembly bill A-07588, known as the Rural Broadband Deployment Act, would 

promote rural broadband deployment by providing residents, and small business with tax credits for broadband 

deployment; and 

 WHEREAS, the bill would allow for residents, municipalities, and small business in un-served areas to come 

together, pool their economic power, and select a broadband provider to deploy services to their area; and 

 WHEREAS, any eligible out of pocket expenses the resident, municipalities, or small business incurs for the 

construction of the network, would be eligible for a 100% refundable tax credit over 5 years; and 

 WHEREAS, the New York State Senate has passed companion bill S-05481 in support of the Rural Broadband 

Deployment Act; now, therefore be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Town of Albion Town Board supports New York State Assembly bill A-07588, known as 

the Rural Broadband Deployment Act; and be it 

  FURTHER RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, 

State Majority Leader Dean Skelos, State Senator George D. Maziarz, State Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, State 

Assemblyman Steve Hawley, State Assemblywomen Jane Corwin, NYSAC, Orleans County Towns and Villages, and all 

others deemed necessary and proper. 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Jake Olles and was seconded by Councilperson Richard Remley 

authorizing the adoption of this Resolution. Resolution duly adopted by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a resolution in opposition of the 2014 plan. 

Resolution #47  Opposition to 2014 Plan 

REQUEST TO THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION TO REJECT THE PROPOSED PLAN 2014 IN ITS ENTIRETY 

 WHEREAS, the International Joint Commission (IJC) has announced consideration of a new plan that will 

replace the current regulation plan (58DD) that controls water levels of Lake Ontario and the stated purpose of the 

new plan, known as PLAN 2014 is to reverse environmental damage caused by the current regulation plan (58D), 

particularly with regard to the restoration of 65,000 acres of shoreline meadow marsh; and 

 WHEREAS, PLAN 2014 will increase the current range of water levels that private and public riparian property 

owners relied on for the last 50 years and according to a peer review conducted by the National Academy of Sciences, 

the potential environmental benefits of the PLAN 2014 are based upon speculative and unreliable research; and  

 WHEREAS, projected lake levels under the proposed plan will result in increased duration and frequency of 

high and low water, significantly increasing the potential for damages to Lake Ontario riparians (estimated at over  
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$2.2 million per year, which is likely an underestimate) and negatively impacting sport fishing and recreational 

boating economics across the entire region (estimated at over $94 million per year); and  

 WHEREAS, PLAN 2014 greatly decreases protections that exist in the current plan, replacing them with a plan 

that results in the transfer of prosperity from Niagara County along with other Lake Ontario communities to 

Hydropower (NYPA and others) who will realize a benefit of approximately $5.3 million per year on average; and 

 WHEREAS, Orleans County residents who own property or businesses along the Lake Ontario shore, including 

its bays, tributaries, and ponds have voiced their concern about a proposed change in the lake levels that would result 

in significant damage to their properties, and a corresponding decrease in revenues from recreational boaters and 

fishermen, both locally-based and those traveling internationally; and 

 WHEREAS, Orleans County residents and elected officials are resolute in protecting the waters, streams, and 

harbors of Lake Ontario, the home for some of the best sport fishing, pleasure sailing and power-boating in the world; 

and 

 WHEREAS, modifying the current range of operation by PLAN 2014 further hinders boating access and 

when  combined with the protracted absence of federal funding for maintenance dredging of our federal shallow 

draft harbors, will cause significant and measurable negative financial impacts to the local and regional economy; 

now, therefore be it  

 RESOLVED, the Town of Albion Town Board does herewith respectfully request that the International Joint 

Commission reject in its entirety all current plans for the implementation of the PLAN 2014; and be it  

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that the IJC immediately enact a moratorium on the development of any future 

proposals to modify the range of water levels on Lake Ontario until the completion of a thorough, objective and all 

inclusive analysis of the potential economic damages on tourism, recreation, business and residences along the south 

shore of Lake Ontario (including properties located along harbors, rivers and streams) with a specific section 

dedicated to the thorough evaluation of damages in Orleans County where impacts have been identified as the most 

acute; and be it   

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that as part of this study, the Town of Albion Town Board further recommends the 

Commission also assess the amount of civil work and financial assistance required to mitigate the damage of any 

future plans, and identify funding sources available to offset said actions; and be it  

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that this study must also evaluate the environmental impacts of repeated flooding of the 

built environment, to include the identification of the constituents of point and non-point source runoff and the 

impacts of sediment and nutrient loading on the quality of water in the impacted areas; and be it   

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the International Joint 

Commission, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo,  the New York Department of State, Joe Martens, Commissioner of the 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation, 

U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer, U.S. Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand, U.S. Congressman Chris Collins, Senate 

Environmental Conservation Committee, NY State Senator George Maziarz, NY Assemblyman Hawley, NY 

Assemblywoman Jane Corwin, NYSAC, InterCounty of WNY, Orleans County Towns of Kendall, Yates, and Carlton and 

all others deemed necessary and proper. 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Jake Olles and was seconded by Councilperson Todd Sargent authorizing 

the adoption of this Resolution. Resolution duly adopted by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a resolution for the alternative tax freeze. 

 

RESOLUTION #48   ALTERNATIVE TO THE PROPERTY TAX FREEZE  

  WHEREAS,  the  Governor  and  State  Legislature  have  prioritized  property  tax  relief  as   
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necessary help New economic especially struggling upstate  areas  where  the  high  property  tax  burden  has  

contributed  to  a  loss  of  economic  opportunity, industrial and business decline, and flat or negative population 

growth over the last  two decades; and    

  WHEREAS,  the  Governor  has  proposed  a  two  year  property  tax  freeze  in  these  same  economically burdened 

areas, that includes a state financed rebate for any increase in property  taxes  in  municipalities  that  stay  within  the  

state  imposed  property  tax  cap  over  the  next  two  years,  while  also  pursuing  shared  services  or  consolidation  

of  functions  with  other  local  governments in the second year; and     

     WHEREAS,  the  proposed  property  tax  freeze  would  create  a  new  layer  of  tax   bureaucracy  and  procedures  

with  unknown  costs  to  the  taxpayers,  which  have  not  been  adequately analyzed, calculated, and publicly 

discussed; and     

   WHEREAS, county government has been a strong proponent of increasing cooperation,  sharing services and 

consolidating major governmental functions across multiple jurisdictions as  highlighted in the 2013 Cornell University 

study, “Shared Services in New York: A Reform That  Works”; and     
    WHEREAS, recent law changes enacted by the Governor and State Legislature to cap the  growth  in  county  

Medicaid  costs  and  the  creation  of  another  pension  tier  will  help  reduce  pressure on future county property tax 

levy growth, especially in 2020 and beyond; and    

   WHEREAS, county elected leaders strongly support meaningful state and county efforts  to lower the property tax 

burden for homeowners and businesses across the state; and     

   WHEREAS,  the  levying  of  county  property  taxes  is  directly  linked  to  state  mandated  spending as county 

governments act as the state’s administrative arm through the delivery and  financing of state programs; and     
    WHEREAS,  county believe best to New economic  climate  and  competitiveness  is  to  reduce  property  taxes  

through  fundamental  reform  of  state  mandates that directly impacts the causes of high property taxes and not 

simply the symptoms  (not just slow the rate of growth); and    

  WHEREAS, recognizing the need for property tax relief and consistent with the call for  realignment responsibilities 

governments, the of state’s services programs with the  government obligated to provide them will result in a historic  
and  sustainable reduction in county property taxes and a more appropriate and equitable distribution  of the cost of 

the state’s human services programs; and     
   WHEREAS,  the  cost  of  paying  for  the  state  Medicaid  program  in  a  typical  county  (outside of New York City) 

equals about one half of the county property tax levy; and     

    WHEREAS,  the  benefits,  scope  and  ultimate  cost  of  Medicaid  has  been  set  and  controlled by the State for 

nearly 50 years, but not fully financed with state resources, therefore  transferring a significant cost burden to local 

property tax payers that contributes greatly to the  disparity between property taxes in New York State and those  in 

other states; and     

    WHEREAS,  New  York  City  tax  payers  also  dedicate  a  large  amount  of  locally  raised  non-property taxes to 

support the State Medicaid program; now therefore be it    

   RESOLVED,  that  counties  find  no  quantifiable  evidence  that  the  property  tax  freeze  would result in significant 

property tax relief, while a phased state takeover of the costs of its  own  mandated  human  services,  starting  with  

Medicaid,  would  provide  immediate,  permanent  and measurable property tax reduction; and be it     

   FURTHER RESOLVED, the state should also provide fiscal relief to New York City for a portion of the local taxes they 

commit to state mandated programs; and be it     

  FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two counties of New York State encouraging 

member counties to enact similar resolutions; and be it   

   FURTHER RESOLVED, the Clerk shall forward copies of this resolution to Governor  Andrew  M.  Cuomo,  Senator  

George  Maziarz,  Assemblyman  Steve  Hawley,  Assemblywoman  Jane Corwin, Orleans County Towns and Villages, 

and all others deemed necessary and proper.   

   Motion was made by Councilperson Richard Remley and was seconded by Councilperson Todd Sargent 

authorizing its adoption. Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 
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 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a motion for the identification badges. 

 

 Motion was made by Supervisor Matthew Passarell and was seconded by Councilperson Jake Olles 

authorizing identification badges for employees and the various boards. Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Supervisor Matthew Passarell: I need a motion for executive session. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilperson Jake Olles and was seconded by Councilperson Richard Remley to enter 

executive session at 7:50 pm for contract negotiations. Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Councilperson Daniel Poprawski, aye  Councilperson Richard Remley, aye 

 Supervisor Matthew Passarell, aye  Councilperson Jake Olles, aye 

 Councilperson Todd Sargent, aye 

 

Councilperson Jake Olles supplied the time out of executive session at 8:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
























